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Grammar 
1 Complete the second sentence so it means the 

same as the first, using the word given. Do not 
change the word given. Use between two and  
five words. 

1 Mark forgot to charge his phone and now he can’t use 
it. 

 HAD 
 If Mark ……………………… his phone, he could use it now. 
2 Has he finished writing his article? 
 WHETHER 
 Do you know ……………………… his article? 
3 We are late because we stopped to take that photo. 
 IF 
 We wouldn’t be late ……………………… to take that photo. 
4 Why doesn’t he want to go to the gig? 
 IDEA 
 Have you any ……………………… want to go to the gig? 
5 I ran to the cinema because the film was going to start 

at that moment. 
 ABOUT 
 The film ……………………… I ran to the cinema. 

         / 5 
 
2 Choose the correct alternatives to complete the 

dialogue. 

A: Hello, Minister. Would you mind answering a few 
questions for our viewers? 

B: No problem. 
A: I understand that you have been involved in meetings 

today to resolve the dispute with the transport workers. 
I wonder if (1) you wouldn’t/could you/you could tell us 
what has been happening. 

B: Well, as you know, this has been a long-running 
dispute, but we are optimistic that it will be resolved 
soon. The workers (2) are going to walk/were going to 
walk/walked out this morning, but at the last minute 
they agreed to hold talks. 

A: And can I ask if any progress (3) is/has been/would be 
made. 

B: Yes, I believe so. The workers have accepted the pay 
cut in return for improved working conditions. I’d say 
that’s good news, (4) don’t you/wouldn’t you/aren’t you? 

A: Nevertheless, your critics say this dispute could have 
ended sooner if you had been willing to negotiate. 

B: Well, it isn’t really my job to intervene in contract talks, 
(5) it is/isn’t it/is it? But I’m happy to have helped today. 

         / 5 
 

3 Complete the text with these phrases. 

about to   •   had studied   •   was going   •   would be      
wouldn’t 

I (1) ……………………… to study journalism, but at the last 
minute somebody told me about this filmmaking course 
and straight away I knew it (2) ……………………… the right 
course for me. I had already got my place at journalism 
school and was (3) ……………………… pack my things, but the 
night before I was due to leave home I met a friend of a 
friend who told me about the documentary course at this 
film school. If I hadn’t met him that evening, I  
(4) ……………………… be here. I’m still interested in current 
affairs but rather than chasing news stories I want to take a 
longer look and find out what happens after the news 
cameras have moved away. If I (5) ……………………… 

journalism, I wouldn’t have had the chance to really 
investigate those stories the way I do now. 

         / 5 
 

Total       / 15 
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Vocabulary 
4 Complete the email with these words and 

phrases. There are four extra options. 

arts   •   comment   • finance 
front page news   •   gossip   •   life and style    

obituaries   •   weather forecast   •   world news 

Hi	Jane,	
Thanks	for	your	email.	That	sounds	like	an	interesting	project.	I	
do	read	the	newspaper	every	day,	but	I	only	buy	one	
occasionally.	I	usually	read	it	online,	which	can	be	a	bit	annoying	
because	of	all	the	pop-ups,	but	I	can’t	really	afford	to	buy	one	
every	day.	
Anyway,	I	like	to	see	what’s	(1)	………………………	to	get	a	sense	of	the	
biggest	stories	on	the	day.	Then	the	sections	I’m	most	likely	to	
look	at	are	the	(2)	………………………	,	because	I	think	it’s	important	to	
know	what’s	happening	in	other	countries	and	the		
(3)	………………………	pages	because	that	relates	to	my	degree	and	I	like	
to	know	what’s	happening	in	the	world	of	books	and	theatre.	In	
fact,	on	the	days	when	I	buy	a	newspaper	I	usually	begin	with	
the	(4)	………………………	.	I	know	that	sounds	strange,	but	you	get	such	
interesting	stories	about	people’s	lives	and	I	often	think	it’s	a	
shame	they’ve	died	because	it	would	have	been	good	to	meet	
them.	I	also	like	a	bit	of	celebrity	(5)	………………………		sometimes!	
I	hope	that	helps.	Speak	soon.	
Kerry	

         / 5 
 

5 Choose the best answer (A, B, C or D) to 
complete the dialogue. 

A: What’s caught your eye in the paper this morning? 
B: ‘Government minister (1) …………… in expenses row.’ He 

resigned because he was claiming for a second house. 
A: Unbelievable. 
B: I know. 
A: No, not that. ‘Footballer (2) …………… for three matches.’ 

We need him for the cup game on Saturday! 
B: I can see where your priorities are. 
A: What are you looking at? ‘TV co-stars to (3) ………….’ 
B: So  I was right about those two actors. They are in a 

relationship and they’re going to get married. 
A: This is a good story. ‘Miracle escape from factory  

(4) …………….’ A woman was trapped in a fire and her 
dog helped her out. 

B: Nice. Look. ‘PM in university funding (5) …………….’ He’s 
promised more money for research facilities.  

1 A boosts B quits C aids D hits 
2 A moved B cut C backed D banned 
3 A wed B spark C link D clash 
4 A riddle B blaze C burn D head 
5 A blast B plea C pledge D drama 

         / 5 
 

6 Complete the text with the correct form of the 
words given. 

‘Good evening and once again it is the weather that is 
making the (1) ……………………… (lines). Following last night’s 
storm there have been reports of severe flooding. Many 
people have had to be evacuated from their homes and 
they are now living in temporary accommodation. The 
Prime Minister is expected to hold a press  
(2) ……………………… (confer) in the next hour to outline how 
the government plans to help. In the meantime, he has 
asked to be kept (3) ……………………… (inform) as water levels 
continue to rise. The weather (4) ……………………… (cast) this 
evening is for yet more torrential rain. You can find  
(5) ……………………… (dates) on the latest weather situation on 
our website.’ 

         / 5 
 

Total       / 15 
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Reading 

7 Read the article about news reporting. Six sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the 
sentences A–G the one which fits each gap. There is one extra sentence. 

The	changing	face	of	the	news	
News	reporting	has	changed	considerably	in	recent	years.	In	the	past,	news	stories	from	around	the	world	were	reported	
by	official	correspondents	based	in	different	countries	or	sent	to	places	when	newsworthy	events	happened.		
(1)	………………………	We	regularly	see	reporters	on	television	reporting	live	from	earthquake	zones,	war-torn	towns,	sites	of	
bad	accidents	and	so	on.	They	put	their	own	lives	at	risk	in	order	to	bring	us	the	stories	of	others	whose	voices	might	not	
otherwise	be	heard.	However,	in	addition	to	these	brave	souls,	there	is	a	whole	army	of	amateurs	or	semi-professionals	
who	are	used	by	the	news	networks	worldwide	to	send	in	their	own	coverage	of	experiences	and	scenes	occurring	on	
their	doorsteps.		
	
(2)	………………………	The	BBC	in	the	UK	started	a	monitoring	service	a	long	time	ago,	in	1939,	when	50	‘monitors’	listened	to	
foreign	news	broadcasts	to	pick	up	useful	information.	That	number	rose	to	over	500	within	three	years	and	today	it	also	
employs	people	in	other	countries	to	track	and	translate	TV	and	radio	reports	from	150	countries	in	over	100	languages.	
Many	of	these	overseas	monitors	are	members	of	the	general	public	who	report	regularly	on	what	is	happening	in	their	
particular	regions	through	listening	to	the	local	news	coverage.	(3)	………………………	This	continued	right	up	to	the	invasion	of	
Iraq	in	2003	and	events	happening	in	the	‘Arab	Spring’	of	2011.	In	addition	to	these	semi-professional	reporters,	many	
photos	that	appear	on	our	screens	are	also	from	reports	sent	in	from	bystanders	who	happen	to	be	in	a	certain	place	at	a	
certain	time	and	who	record	what	they	witness	on	mobile	phones.	
	
(4)	………………………	Pictures	can	be	taken	on	a	mobile	phone	and	then	reproduced	on	TV	screens	the	world	over	within	
minutes	or	even	seconds.	People	with	news	to	pass	on	frequently	use	sites	like	Twitter®.	(5)	………………………	The	first	picture	
that	the	world	saw	of	the	event	was	from	the	phone	of	this	tweeter.	And	this	is	not	the	only	example.	There	is	now	an	
almost	insatiable	demand	for	pictures	that	have	been	taken	as	close	as	possible	to	the	news	event.	
	
However,	not	everyone	believes	that	this	immediacy	of	news	is	always	a	good	thing.	What	of	the	stories	where	there	is	
no	camera	present?	Will	our	desire	to	feel	as	if	we	are	part	of	the	event	mean	that	some	stories	never	get	told	any	more	
simply	because	there	aren’t	any	eyewitness	photos?	And	there	is	another,	perhaps	more	serious,	issue.	Some	feel	that	
there	is	potential	for	misleading	the	audience.	(6)	………………………	But	this	takes	time,	and	unfortunately	the	appetite	for	
continued	dramatic	coverage	of	events	is	not	easily	satisfied.	

 
A We have learned immediate information from them over 

the years about historical events such as the Second 
World War, the Cuban missile crisis in 1962 and the fall 
of the Berlin Wall in 1989. 

B Photos can be altered, staged or misinterpreted and if 
news networks accept information and images from 
unofficial sources, the reliability must be checked. 

C But it is also very fast-moving because what is today’s 
top story will be history tomorrow. 

D A famous ‘tweet’ was sent when a plane crashed into 
the Hudson River in New York from a passenger on the 
ferry that was on its way to rescue passengers in the 
water. 

 
E Compiling facts for news reports from around the world 

is a complex process. 
F And to a certain extent this is still the case. 
G Such immediacy of images and information from 

around the world is only made possible by the 
advanced technology that has given the world social 
networking sites and websites like YouTube™. 

         / 6 
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8 Read the article again and choose the best 
answers A, B or C. 

1 Amateur and semi-professional news reporters 
 A are replacing traditional journalists. 
 B complement the work of traditional journalists. 
 C know more than traditional journalists. 
2 Obtaining details of stories in other countries 
 A can only be done locally. 
 B is impossible in some situations. 
 C requires a variety of methods. 
3 The advantage of using local reporters to cover a story 

is their 
 A speed. 
 B cost. 
 C knowledge of languages. 
4 Many photos that we now see in TV news reports are 
 A not genuine. 
 B taken by people involved in the story. 
 C taken by people who were there by chance. 
5 A famous tweet about a plane crash was sent 
 A by the pilot. 
 B from a boat. 
 C from a passenger on the plane. 
6 Some people believe that amateur coverage of news 

events 
 A will probably decline. 
 B is too dramatic. 
 C can be damaging for news organisations. 

         / 6 
 

Total       / 12 
 

 
Use of English 

9 Choose the best answer (A, B or C) to complete 
the text. 

Journalism has a very long history. The earliest known news 
product, a news sheet called Acta Diurna, dates from about 
59 BC in Rome. It had daily news (1) …………………… , such as 
reports of political speeches. The first regularly  
(2) ……………………… newspapers appeared in Germany in 
about 1609 but it was in the 18th century that newspapers as 
we know them started to emerge. 
Journalists in the 18th and 19th centuries mostly learned their 
profession on the job, but as news reporting became more 
complex, the demand for reporters with specialist knowledge 
grew. Reporters with an education in economics, for 
example, were needed to work on sections such as  
(3) ……………………… . In the 17th century, magazines were 
known for their (4) ……………………… pieces but newspapers 
gradually took over this function, expressing a view on 
issues of the day. There was also an increasing sense of 
social responsibility amongst journalists. 
Technology has changed the nature of journalism. Radio 
and, later, TV channels were able to report on  
(5) ……………………… news stories much more quickly than 
newspapers and could interrupt programmes with  
(6) ……………………… to bring people the very latest. To keep 
their audiences, newspapers responded by offering more 
detailed comment on the issues of the day. 
Traditional journalism began at a time when information was 
difficult to obtain, but in the 21st century journalists face the 
opposite problem. Social media has led to much more 
interaction with the public and, to meet demand, journalists 
have to offer editorial (7) ……………………… and respond to 
whatever is ‘trending’, which some say has led to an 
increase in (8) ……………………… pieces and is little more than 
an extension of the entertainment section. Whatever the 
truth of the matter, anyone wanting to train as a journalist 
now will have to keep one step ahead of the game. 

1 A features B items C headlines D quotations 
2 A published B blasted C broadcast D informed 
3 A world news B health C finance D comment 
4 A opinion B showbiz C sport D life and style 
5 A moving B probing C breaking D backing 
6 A blazes B dramas C paparazzi D newsflashes 
7 A sections B pieces C blogs D news 
8 A riddle B pledge C gossip D arts 

         / 8 
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Listening  
10  Listen to four people talking about the news. 

Match the speakers (1–4) with the statements  
(A–E). There is one extra statement. 

Speaker 1 ……………………… 
Speaker 2 ……………………… 
Speaker 3 ……………………… 
Speaker 4 ……………………… 

 
A I prefer to get the important news from people I meet 

every day. 
B I don’t think it’s important to know the news. 
C I regularly get the news from a newspaper. 
D I generally get the news online during the day. 
E I nearly always watch the news on TV in the mornings. 

         / 4 
 
 

11  Listen again. Are these statements True (T) or 
False (F)? 

1 Speaker 1 usually reads the newspaper at  
mealtimes. T/F 

2 Speaker 2 never has enough time to read the  
news in detail. T/F 

3 Speaker 3’s friends don’t like keeping up with  
current affairs. T/F 

4 Speaker 3 enjoys reading about fashion and  
sport. T/F 

5 Speaker 4 thinks that newspapers are  
badly-designed. T/F 

6 Speaker 4 doesn’t believe that hearing the  
news can affect our emotions. T/F 

         / 6 
 

Total       / 10  

Writing 
12 Read the notice from an international student magazine and write your article. 

Articles wanted! 
What do you think is the best way to find out what’s going on in the world in the 21st century? 
Write your article and send it to us. 

 
You should include: 
• an introduction saying what your article is about. 
• your main point. 
• two or three additional points. 
 a conclusion. 

 

Use some of these phrases: 
•   Firstly, ... / Secondly, ... / Lastly, ... 
• However, ... / Nevertheless, ... / Although ... / Whereas ... 
• What’s more, ... / Furthermore, ... / Moreover, ... 
• Therefore, ... / So, ... / Consequently, ... 
•   As far as I’m concerned, ... / Personally, ... /   In my opinion, ... 
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Write 190–220 words. 

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….……

………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……..………..……….…… 
 

   / 10  

Speaking 

13 You are going to give a presentation discussing this statement: 

The Internet has made news reporting less reliable. 

 
Make brief notes for each of 
these points: 
• arguments for the discussion  
 topic. 
• arguments against the  
 discussion topic. 

 
 
 
 
 

You should: 
• include an introduction stating         
  your opinion. 
• make your main arguments, giving  
  reasons and examples. 
•  present one or two opposing  
    points. 
•   respond to the opposing points. 
•  restate your opinion in the  
    conclusion. 
 

Use some of these phrases: 
•   It’s true that ... 
•   You can’t deny that ... 
•   I accept that ... 
•    That doesn’t mean that ... 
•  However, ... 
•  I would still say that ... 
•  Even so, I still believe that ... 

 

    / 10 
 

Total   / 80 

 
 


